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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To accurately set a focal 
position without being influenced by the brightness of 
an object by performing automatic focusing of 
hill-climbing method when it is bright and automatic 
focusing of a whole scanning method when it is dark. 

SOLUTION: When the first releasing operation is 
performed, comparison with a prescribed value as a 
reference is performed and whether or not it is a state 
brighter than the prescribed value is judged. The 
prescribed brightness in this case is set to be a value 
capable of performing the hill-climbing AF with 
prescribed accuracy. When it is brighter than the 
prescribed brightness, the automatic focusing of the 
hillclimbing method is performed. When it is less than 
the prescribed brightness, automatic focusing of the 
whole scanning AF is performed. Thereafter, when the 
first releasing operation is canceled, whether or not 
the second releasing operation is performed is judged 
and, when the second releasing operation is performed, 
photographing processing is performed. Namely, the 
photographing processing for storing image data 
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